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General Notes. 19 

to the circle of Eschatology, no reader of the book will fail to see how much 
there is in common with the prophets, as to Messiah's Kingdom, Power, and 
Glory, on the Earth; Israel's Redemption, the Resurrection of the just, the 
Golden Age, the Final Resurrection and the Judgment of the World, followed 
by the endless state. If later Judaism corrupted these by carnal fancies, yet 
the main outlines of the Jewish doctrine are precisely those of the prophets; and, 
abating the corruptions, as also making allowance for the fact that only one Ad- 
vent of Messiah seemed to be predicted, and only Jewish-Gentiles share the final 
glory, their outlook is just what we see in John's Apocalypse. It is impossible 
not to realize the fact that the Eschatology of tlie Jewish Church passed, in its 
purest form, through Christ and His Apostles, into the Clnistian Church of 
early times, and was then corrupted, as was all other tiiith, and that the New 
Testament prophetic outlook cannot be interpreted aright, apart from the recogni- 
tion of those great leading lines, and that order of events, common to the prophets 
and the ancient Jewish faith. If the Christians are not always right, the Jews 
are not always wrong. The Church has much to learn from the Synagogue, as 
well as the Synagogue much to learn from the Church. Dr. Weber's inves- 
tigations on Sheol seem to justify our New Testament translation of " Hades " by 
" Hell," in the authorized version, and prove that in the purer Jewish faith, the 
souls of tlie righteous passed immediately to the Throne of God; beholding, there, 
His glory. His discussion of "Olam Habba" the Coming Age, aiwv 6 fieUav, " the 
World to Come," makes the Epistles to the Hebrews glow with light, as Wuen- 
sche's on the •' End " clears up the darkness in the Olivet-Discourse. One cannot 
but wish that day were near, when Jew and Gentile might see eye to eye in the 
Kingdom of God. To quote from Dr. Weber, in a brief review, was impossible. 
The rubrics are enough to show the greatness and the value of the work. 
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A Kid in its Mother's Milk. — The passage "T/iom shall not seethe a kid in its moth- 
er''s milk," is thrice repeated in the Mosaic law. The Jews here explain the 
expression "IQK 3'?n3 '^Jl to mean a sucking kid, but when asked what is the 
meaning of the passage, they explain it as a prohibition of cooking a kid, or any 
other "butcher's meat" in "semen," i. e. the melted and clarified butter with 
which Orientals mostly do their cooking. 

I will give you instead the interpretation of my servant who is an Egyptian 
"Fellah," quite innocent of reading and writing in eitlier Hebrew or Arabic, and 
who, I am quite sure, has never heard the passage read or explained. Of a certain 
act of cruelty he said — " That would be as bad as cooking a kid in his mother's 
milk." (Gidi be-leben imu). He thus used the exact Hebrew expression with the 
simple substitution of " leben " for ^'^ff. (The Syrians call sweet milk " halub," 
and sour milk " leben." The Egyptians call sweet milk " leben," and sometimes add 
the other word, and call it " leben halub.") I asked him what he meant by "Gidi be- 
leben imu," to which he answered, "A sucking kid." Thus shows what was among 
the Hebrews is still here the proverb for cruelty to animals, and any one who has 
heard the almost frantic bleating, and piteous moaning of a goat deprived of her 
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suckling, will understand the naturalness of the proverb. The spirit of the pre- 
cept is therefore that of the society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, and 
with this naturally fall in the passages which we find in Ex. xxii., 29 ; Lev. xxii.,. 
27, 28, and Deut. xxii., 6, 7. G. Lansing. 



The Study of Palestinian Life.— "Well has it been said, " Immutability is the most 
striking law of Eastern life." This unchangeableness gives immense weight to all 
researches into the present condition of Palestine. We have had of late much very 
important work done by the Palestine Exploration Fund. The land has been sur- 
veyed throughout by able men with most valuable and interesting results. But far 
more valuable and interesting discoveries are to be made in an exploration of its life. 
Not only are many questions of topography of comparatively minor value to the Bib- 
lical student, even when perfectly clear, but such is the state of emptiness, ignor- 
ance, wasting and general decay into which the country has fallen for upwards of 
a thousand years that a perfect identification of most Scriptural sites is scarcel5^ 
possible. But in the case of the manners, customs, productions, great natural 
features, and a large part of the language of the people, these through ages of 
convulsion have survived unaltered, and may be seen and heard to-day in Em- 
manuel's Land the same in all essentials as they were seen and heard by David 
three thousand years ago. Ruin has been able to make but little havoc in these 
living, divinely-preserved commentaries on the "Written "Word. And more than 
this, the simple, everyday features of Palestine life, when once recognised, throw, 
in very many instances, a broad flood of light across the pages of the Bible. The 
identification of the site of a city may serve to explain one or two important nar- 
ratives, but the discovery of an ancient custom, a regular atmospherical phenome- 
non, or a technical expression still on the lips of the people, may give a new force 
— ay, perhaps a new meaning — to a hundred passages. — Jas. Neil, in Palestine 
Explored. 



Camp-flres in the Holy Land. — The lighting of camp-fires is a constant and 
very noticeable feature of journeys in the Holy Land. Fuel for this purpose is 
afforded by the low, woody, herbaceous growth, partaking largely of a thorny 
nature, which abounds in the deserts, and is to be met with by the wayside in 
most .parts of the country. The "fire of thorns" is often alluded to in the Old 
Testament, and every resident in Palestine has reason to know what a familiar 
sight it is.i Easterns, who have a great dread of darkness and a passionate fond- 
ness for light, seem to rejoice to seize every opportunity of making these bonfires. 
and continuing them far into the night. They particularly delight in the crack- 
ling and the bright flames which thorn bushes specially throw out. They kindle 
these fires, however, as much for protection as for pleasure. The lurid light thus 
given serves to scare away the wild beasts which come out at niglit in many lonely 
places, and also to show to those on the watch the approach of thieves and rob- 
bers. "When traveling under the escort of Bedaween Arabs in certain dangerous 
parts of the desert, travelers have observed that their wild escort keep up watch- 



1 Psalm cxviii., 13; Isaiah xxxiil., 12. Sometimes the mention of flre in connection with thorns 
refers to large conflagrations kindled in autumn. These extensive fires are lighted to clear the 
stubble lands of their wild growth, amongst which thorny plants of many kinds are very numer- 
ous (Exodus xxii., 6; 2 Samuel xxiii., 6, 7; Nahum i., 10). The context generally shows which kind 
of fire is meant. 



